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Richmond A Clements - Writer | Gary Crutchley - Line Artist | Matt Soffe - Colour Artist | Bolt-01 - Letterer
Steve Tanner - Editor & Talent Co-ordinator

commissioned by Stuart Humphreys - Network Rail
Agency - 23red

Story based on the award-winning short film 18. Watch it here.
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EDDIE? YOU | N wouponT 1B Kl_\:_gwngAT
WHAT? ‘ :




THE WEEK BEFORE.

IDON'T
KNOW WHAT
TO DO!

CROUCH,
BRUV/ PRESS
CROUCH!

I KNOW,
JEROME!
I KNOW!

WHAT
YOU THINK T'M
TRYING TO
DO?!

KEEP IT AH MAN! YOU OU WERE

ToceTieR, Blo, WELL MESSED ;
WE ALMOST GOT LI MILES OFF!

THIS!

FACE
IT, YOU'RE
RUBBISH AT

THIS. I

TALKING
ABOUT BEING
RUBBISH... YOU
ASKED HER
Yet?

YOU KNOW
WHAT T MEAN.
YOU GONNA MAKE
ME SaY IT?




AL, MAN, I DUNNO, PARTY'S TOO
JHEN & 1 WAS THINKING LATE! ASK HER

ALL... WHEN YOU
GONNA POP THE THE PARTY..? BEFORE] AND ANYWAY,

QUESTION? (e T HEARD HE WAS
COMING, TOO.
THE
PARTY? YOU
SERIOUS?!

AND? '\
YOU KNOW
WHAT 'BX'
MEANS,
YEAH?

[\

AND ANYWAY,
IF HE DOES SHOW
HIS FACE, T'LL BE
LIke-

I ASKED
YOU A QUESTION,
TOUGH GUY.

JOKING, WAS
IT? ABOUT PUNCHING
SOMEONE? DON'T
SOUND FUNNY TO ME,
LITTLE BRO.

I DIDN'T
MEAN NOTHING
NO, BUYS BYIT.
LIKE YOU
NEVER DO.

JUST JOKING
AROUND!




AH MAN, T'M TOTALLY
FAMISHED. HEY, Y'KNOW
WHAT I COULD 6O FOR

RIGHT NOW?

HEY,
IM THAT
oBVIoUS,

AMI?

NOT AS
OBVIOUS RS
SHE THINKS,

BRO.

YEAH.
MORE THAN
YOU KNOW,

EDDIE.

EVERYTHING'S
SET.
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THE WEEK BEFORE.

IDON'T
KNOW WHAT TO
DO, MAN!

THAT'S THE
RIGHT ONE!

AIN'T THAT SIMPLE.

1 FIGURED 4 BIG CITY
BOY WOULD KNOW A
THING OR TWO ABOUT
STYLE!

P

YEAH,
IT'S CALLED
LOOKING

FINE FOR A

SMALL TOWN
LIKE THIS, I
SUPPOSE.

HEY, MAYBE YOU
CAN SHOW ME AROUND
LONDON - SEE THE
SIGHTS. THAT KINDA
THING. YOU MUST GO
BACK, YEAH? VISIT
YOUR MUM?

JUST PICK
A SHIRT AND
WEAR IT.
EASY.

EASY, YEAH?
WHAT'S THE RIGHT
ONE THEN? TELL ME
THAT, MR GENIUS.

DOES IT
FIT YOou?

THE SHIRT,
DOES IT FIT
you?

YEAH, BRUV, T'M ALL
ABOUT THE FASHION. 1
HAVE, LIKE, ONE PAIR OF
TRAINERS. HOW MANY
You 6oT?

NO, THIRTEEN.

FOURTEEN!
JUST GOT
THOSE SWEET
NEW ONES.

You 6oT
SOME KIND OF
CONDITION!




SORRY. 1

DIDN'T MEAN

TO...

HE'S
JUST LOOKING
OUT FOR YOU,

Y'KNOW.

YEAH, T KNOW.
STILL DON'T HAVE
TO LIKE IT THOUGH,
YEAH.

I160T
IT NARROWED
DOWN TO
TWO.

IDON'T
KNOW WHAT
ID DO
WITHOUT You,
BRUV.

I KNOW THE
FEELING. LEAST YOU
AIN'T GOT A BIG
BROTHER PLAYING
IT'S COOL, DAD.
MaN. YOU GET
USED TO IT.

WELL, HE
DON'T LIKE ME,
80 IT EVENS
OUT.

THAT
DOESN'T
MAKE SENSE,
EDDIE.

i}

I KNOW, BUT IT
SOUNDED WICKED
SMART. RIGHT?

PINK OR
CHECKED.

AH, IT'S
NOTHING - IT'S
WHAT FRIENDS

DO, RIGHT?
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THE WEEK AFTER

I ASKED YOU
A QUESTION -
WHAT DO YOU
THINK YOU'RE

DOING HERE? (]

L)

“3"2,‘ !E
|
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WHAT ARE
You DOING
HERE(?

YouRE
NOT WANTED HERE.
YOURE NOT WANTED
ANYWHERE.
EVEN
YOUR OUN UM
DOESN'T WANT
You.




SOMETHING.

7

TLL PUT
THE KETTLE ON
TOO. MAKE US
SOME TEA.

]
YOU AIN'T EATEN
IN DAYS. TRY AND BAT

I KNOW
YOU MISS HIM, SON. T
KNOW HE WAS YouR
BEST FRIE-

b

I aH,
I TEXTED YOUR MUM.
LET HER KNOW WHAT =

[
HAPPENED. P h J

N MAYBE, WHEN

YOU'RE FEELING YOURSELF
AGAIN, YOU COULD HAVE 4
BREAK FROM HERE? PAY
HER 4 VISIT?




"T JUST WANT TO SEE HIM AGAIN!"

v

THIS CAN'T |-
BE... g



I TRUSTED
O, EDDIE.

You WERE
MY FRIEND,

WHY DID
YOU LET THIS
HAPPEN TO ME,

EDDIE?
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WAIT UP.
SHE AIN'T SEEN ME YET.
YOU GO AND SAY HELLO,
T'LL SWING AROUND THE
BLOCK. HAHA. VERY
o FUNNY.

You TIME TO
WORK YOUR

IBELIEVE \;

IN YOU,
JEROME.

ME, BRUV, IT'S

ALL UNDER

CONTROL!



HAPPY
BIRTHDAY!

=
S [
THANK %
You. ﬁ |
7
=T Z PRy
I SEE 5‘%
YOU WORE :
THE PINK. ITRY! EL - ‘
ILIKE
YOUR EARRINGS.
REALLY NICE.
V. :

50,
WHERE ARE
YOU TAKING
ME?

( } )

} YEAH, ABOUT THAT,

; I THOUGHT WE'D GO DOWN

& TO THE CHICKEN SHOP AND

\ GRAB SOME WINGS BEFORE
WE ROLL OUT, YEAH?

Yo!

DAMN, GIRL!
You LOOK
6GOo0oD!

15 HE
SERIOUS?




WHAT ARE
YOU DOING
I MISSED
BREAKFAST,
I NEED SOME

RELAX,
IeoTIT
COVERED.

TRUST ME,
SHE'S GOING
TO LOVE IT.

IT'S HER 18TH = ! o
BIRTHDAY AND YOU TG 1
WANT TO TAKE HER RELAX MAN UNDER THE BUS
TO THE CHICKEN - IM JUST van,
SHOP? RRe THROWING HER ;

OFF THE
SCENT.

OH - NICE
SHIRT CHOICE,
BY THE WAY.
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AlL...

CHOCOLATES!

S0, WHAT
DID YOU GET
HER?




Hey!
IWAS ON
A BUDGET,
BRO!

LOOK
WHAT EDDIE
GOT-

YOU GOT HER
A BALLOON FOR
HER BIRTHDAY?










THE WEEK AFTER.

IT'S OKAY
SON, YOU CAN
DO THIS.
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1 DONT
KNOW WHAT [ SSy

TO DO.

YouU JUST
PUT ONE FOOT IN

M RIGHT
Here WITH i
you, soN. M|

-






NetworkRail

I can help you on your journey,
or stop you dead in your tracks.

Y

The electrified Midland Main Line will carry quieter and more reliable trains.
But it also means there’ll be a deadly 25,000 volts running along the line
at all times. So remember the danger you can’t see.

& SO ALWAYS
f STAY OFF




"I...L...I...don"t know what to do!”
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