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Reading Station Area Redevelopment

Information Sheet 

A.7 - LAND ACQUISITION POLICY
1.
Land Acquisition Policy
1.1
Whilst the Transport and Works Order (see Information sheet No A1) (TWO) will generally include powers to acquire all property in the Limits of Land to be Acquired or Used, the  powers will be exercised  on the basis that Network Rail will acquire no greater amount of land than appears to  be reasonably required following detailed design.   

2.
Compensation
2.1
Payment of compensation for land compulsorily acquired will be in accordance with the general statutory framework incorporated within the TWO (and as interpreted by the Courts and the Lands Tribunal; for further information see Information Sheet No A4 - Operation of the Compensation Code.  The general purpose of the statutory framework is to provide fair compensation for a person whose land has been compulsorily acquired.  Where applicable, compensation payable will be the open market value of the land acquired (assuming it is sold by a willing seller) disturbance, diminution in value of retained land and other losses arising as a direct and reasonable consequence of the acquisition and any statutory loss payment.
2.2
For further information, see the ODPM booklet ‘Compulsory Purchase and Compensation, Compulsory Purchase Procedure’

3.
Utilities
3.1
Where rights are required for utilities diversions, the TWO will generally provide for powers to acquire the freehold of the land, however Network Rail is prepared to consider the matter being addressed by a lesser right if suitable terms can be agreed.
4.
General
4.1
The land acquisition policy and powers sought for Network Rail as outlined above are considered proportionate and in the public interest.
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� 	Available from the Department of Communities and Local Government website at www.communities.gov.uk/index.ASP?ID=144816.
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