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Reading Station Area Redevelopment

Information Sheet 

A.3 – INFORMATION FOR PROPERTY OWNERS

1.
Continuing Communication

1.1
Following Award of Powers, Network Rail will undertake a continuing communications exercise with the owners and occupiers of property which is expected to be subject to compulsory acquisition for Network Rail.

1.2
As a minimum, this communications exercise will include a letter sent to property owners and occupiers, at a stage when Network Rail has reached an appropriate level of detailed design, giving them:

· an indication of whether the property which they own or occupy is likely to be required, and if part only of the property is likely to be required, which part; and

· the best estimate available of the date on which such property is likely to be required.

1.3
This communication will be in addition to the information bulletins which Network Rail will continue to send periodically to parties who have communicated to Network Rail who wish to be kept updated on the progress of the scheme.
1.4
Network Rail will also maintain a 24 hour helpdesk (0845 711 4141) which will enable all property owners and occupiers to contact Network Rail.

2.
Businesses
2.1
Businesses displaced by Network Rail will be compensated within the provisions of the relevant compulsory purchase legislation (for further information see Information Paper A4 - Operation of the National Compensation Code).   The National Compensation Code normally provides for the reasonable and proper cost incurred by businesses of relocation to be taken into account under the heading of disturbance compensation. 
2.2
Network Rail will take all reasonably practicable steps to limit the impact upon existing businesses but where compulsory acquisition is unavoidable Network Rail considers that the National Compensation Code provides a fair basis for compensation.
2.3
Network Rail recognises the importance for existing businesses of being able to plan their relocations with as much advance information as is reasonably practicable, to ensure a smooth transition of their operations from one location to another.  Therefore, once the Transport & Works Act Order (TWO) has been approved, Network Rail will endeavour to make reasonable arrangements to provide businesses with a longer period in which to relocate than the three months specified in the TWO, where this is practicable.  In such cases, Network Rail’s overall aim will be to provide as long a period as is practicable, commensurate with the co-ordinated progress of the Network Rail works.
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